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CARERS RECOGNITION ACT — REVIEW 
Statement 

HON DONNA FARAGHER (East Metropolitan) [5.15 pm]: I rise quickly tonight to raise some concerns about 
some answers I have received this week from the Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Community Services. 
My concerns do not relate to the parliamentary secretary, but rather the answers she has provided on behalf of the 
Minister for Community Services. The matter relates to the review of the Carers Recognition Act 2004. By way of 
background, on 29 May 2018 Minister McGurk released a statement that the act would be reviewed and there would 
be stakeholder consultations, consultation was available and, importantly, the review would be completed by the 
end of the year, that being 2018. In response to that, approximately three years have passed and the outcome of that 
review is now considerably late by any means. This week I saw some advice from the parliamentary secretary about 
the status of the review. I refer to the uncorrected Hansard of Wednesday, 27 October. I referred to the minister’s 
press statement and asked the following questions — 

(1) Has this review of the act been completed? 
(2) If yes to (1), when was the review completed and has the Department of Communities provided 

a final report to the minister for consideration? 
(3) If no to (1), why not? 

The response from the parliamentary secretary was — 
(1) Yes. 
(2)–(3) The Department of Communities recently provided a final report to the minister that is currently 

with the minister for consideration. 
Today I asked a follow-up question — 

On what date did the Department of Communities provide the final review report to the minister for her 
further consideration? 

The response I was provided was 8 October 2021. 
The issue I have is that there seems to be some discrepancy between the advice provided to me in the chamber 
and the advice provided by the Premier to Carers WA on 16 February 2021. This letter, which can be found on the 
Carers WA website, was obviously in response to questions put by Carers WA to the Labor Party. The response 
from the Premier was this — 

The McGowan Government undertook to review the Carers Recognition Act 2004 and commenced that 
review in 2018. This proved to be a considerable task, but the review has now been completed and a report 
was very recently provided to the Minister for Communities. The report and recommendations will be 
considered by a re-elected McGowan Labor Government. 

Either, the report was provided to the Minister for Community Services prior to the last election, because this letter 
from the Premier is dated 16 February 2021, or it was not. I take the Premier’s letter on face value. I suggest that 
the organisations and individuals who are interested in this review would also take the Premier’s letter on face value. 
Did the minister receive a report from the Department of Communities, as outlined by the Premier, prior to the last 
state election or did she only receive it on 8 October 2021, which is the advice that I was provided with today? 
Either way, I think this requires some clarification from the minister. I would like to think that during the break, 
the parliamentary secretary, who I appreciate is out of the chamber on urgent parliamentary business, will undertake 
to check with the minister as to what is accurate. If we are to read on face value what the Premier has said, it states 
pretty clearly, in pretty plain English, that the minister was recently provided with a copy of the report. Either way, 
and irrespective of the minister’s response about the time frame of a report that was provided to her, the review report 
is now incredibly late. It was expected, according to the minister’s statement, back in 2018, so it is now three years 
late. Irrespective of the answer that is provided to me, hopefully by the parliamentary secretary in due course, it is 
more than reasonable for the government and the minister to explain the reasons for the delay and when we can 
expect a report to be released. 
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